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Convention in 1793, Reunion, there was more revolutionary
excitement than in the Mauritius.    The Colonial Assembly
was not composed of exactly the same class of men, and acted
with greater  independence.    When M. Duplessis-Vigoureux,
the governor who had come out with Malartic from France in
1792, came to take up his appointment, he was not allowed to
land.    The excuse made was that there was smallpox raging
in the Mauritius, and that he might bring the infection with
him; but the real reason was the old jealousy which existed
between the two islands.    Reunion thought it ought to be
quite independent of the Mauritius, and resented the supremacy
of the latter island    Besides, in Colonel Prosper de Chermont,
Colonel of the Regiment de Pondichery, the colonists had an
administrator just to their taste, an experienced soldier, yet
possessing popular manners.    Malartic was far too prudent to
thrust his friend on the smaller colony, and it was not until
October, 1793, some months after Colonel de Chermont had
gone to take up a new appointment as Governor of Pondicherry,
that M. Duplessis-Vigoureux was allowed to land.    He soon
became unpopular, and with Fayol, the new intendant of the
finances, was accused of intriguing with Saint-Felix, the admiral
commanding the naval station,    Vice-Admiral the Marquis de
Saint-Felix was a most distinguished naval officer, he succeeded
the murdered Macnamara1 in 1791, and resigned his command
to Rear-Admiral Rosily from ill health in November, 1792.
In 1793, however, he was ordered by Monge to take up the
command again, and to send Rosily at once with a squadron
and a convoy of provisions to France.    He found himself in
direct opposition to his officers and sailors, as well as to the
Colonial Assembly of Reunion, which had no desire to lose the
protection of any of the few ships of war on the station
Rosily refused to go to France, and the naval opposition was
led by a young officer named Decr6s, who was afterwards to
be Minister of the Marine tinder Napoleon.    The  struggle
became acute, and on December 3,1793, the Colonial Assembly
suspended the Admiral de Saint-Felix from  his functions,
i Yol, i. p. 528.